Kids Making A Difference: Jasmine
Fifteen year-old Jasmine has a head for show biz and a heart for helping others. She put those two qualities together, and now she's an entrepreneur who makes a lot of people happy, including herself.

Jasmine is the founder of Theatrical Vibrations, a volunteer group of teens who perform an original variety show at retirement homes around Manchester, New Hampshire. Jasmine was familiar with homes for the elderly because her grandfather owns several in Australia.

"I though that the people there didn't always have lots of entertainment. So I thought it might be great to get a group of people together to perform at places like that," said Jasmine, who is an avid dancer.

So she convinced about ten friends to be a part of a performance group, and last spring they debuted at their first venue. "We had a cellist, and some of us sang and we did a little skit that had to do with World War II that had some humorous parts," Jasmine recalled.

Though the members of the troop were nervous, they had little reason to be. "It's a little intimidating at first. But if you just go for it and go all out, once you start, it's so much easier," she said. By the time the show was over, it was clear the crowd loved them.

"They really enjoyed it. Everyone was clapping and they all told us we did a great job," she said. Their success gave them a desire to keep performing and they need some help to really get Theatrical Vibrations off the ground.

So they turned to Youth Venture, an organization that gives a boost to budding entrepreneurs who have a vision to help others.

"Youth Venture gives grants and so we wanted to go through them," said Jasmine. "There were certain things we needed money for, like scripts and costumes. They also provide a lot of help when you have questions. They support and guide you and help you know you're going in the right direction."

Other "Venturers" have started such projects as Mooove-athon, an organized fun health fair to encourage their fellow kids to eat right and exercise; Compassionate Kids Project, an animal shelter volunteer program for kids in tough neighborhoods, with the aim of teaching respect for all life through respect for the lives of abandoned animals; and Always Ready Kids, an education campaign to help kids prepare for emergency situations such as hurricanes and other unexpected disasters.

These are just a few of the projects dreamed up and then turned into reality by kids who want to make a difference.

Jasmine said in the beginning she didn't quite realize she was becoming an entrepreneur. "I never really thought I could start my own non-profit organization. I always thought it would be cool, and then all of a sudden I was doing it. It was like whoa!"

Jasmine says Theatrical Vibrations is now thriving and performing frequently at a number of retirement homes, where the age difference between the performers and the audience melt away. There may be a half-century that separates them, but Jasmine discovered they all have more in common than she expected. Amidst the laughter and applause, their common humanity travels around the room like well, like a vibration.

Jasmine said she and her friends get as much out of Theatrical Vibrations as their audience, perhaps more.

"It makes me feel so good that I did something that made a difference in someone's life. I just feel so great that they tell us that we're doing a good job. They say come back. So we'll be going back!"

Keep logging on to nicknews.com. In the weeks to come, we'll be introducing you to lots of kids making a difference.
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